Editing agreement template

NOTE: I am not a lawyer! This is not legal advice. This template is just intended to give you a general idea of what an editing agreement could look like. Contracts are not universally applicable. Consult a local contracts attorney (preferably someone with experience in intellectual property). 

[Your contact information goes here]
DATE XXX
THIS IS AN AGREEMENT between [AUTHOR’S NAME], hereinafter referred to as Author, and [EDITOR’s NAME], hereinafter referred to as Editor.
This letter, when signed by Author and Editor, will constitute their agreement with regard to the Work, initially to be prepared in manuscript, tentatively titled [TITLE OF MS].

(a)	Editor will consult on the manuscript to help polish the material, tighten and improve structure and pacing, ensure characterization is effective, and perform other aspects of developmental editing. Feedback will be delivered in the form of “track changes” edits and comments on the manuscript itself, and a separate critique letter detailing overall suggestions.

(b)	Author shall own all right, title and interest in and to the Manuscript, the Work and all additions to, deletions from, alterations of or revisions in the Manuscript and the Work, and all drafts, notes, concepts, ideas, suggestions and approaches related thereto or contained therein, or other materials developed or furnished by Editor, and each element and part thereof.  (These matters are described collectively, for purposes of this Agreement, as the "Properties").  Without limiting the foregoing, Editor hereby acknowledges that Editor’s work and services hereunder and all results thereof, are works done under Author’s direction and control, and have been specially ordered or commissioned by Author, and that all such services and results shall be considered work made for hire, and Author shall own all right, title and interest therein.  Author shall be considered the Author of the Work for purposes of copyright and shall own all rights in and to the copyright of the Properties and only Author shall have the right to copyright the same, which Author may do in their names or in the names of their nominee(s).  

(c)	To the extent that the Properties or any materials contained therein or prepared therefore or the copyrights therein do not vest in Author by reason of same being work made for hire, Editor hereby grants, assigns and transfers to Author all right, title and interest in and to the Properties and all materials contained therein or prepared therefore and the results and proceeds thereof to the extent that Editor has had or will have any right, title or interest therein.  

(d)	Author shall have the sole and exclusive right throughout the universe in all languages and in perpetuity to use and exploit all or any part of the Properties and all or any part of any material contained therein or prepared therefore, whether or not used therein, in any format or version, by any means and in any media, whether now known or hereafter developed.  Without limiting the foregoing, Editor hereby waives any and all claims that Editor may now or hereafter have in any jurisdiction to so-called "moral rights" or rights of "droit moral" with respect to the results and proceeds of Editor's work and services hereunder.  

(e)	For the above services, Author will compensate Editor $FEE for [NUMBER] rounds of feedback, which includes annotating the complete manuscript and providing a thorough revision letter for the first round, and then after the author’s revision, providing any remaining editorial guidance needed.  

(f)	One hundred percent (100%) of the project fee is payable in advance, and is nonrefundable. The remainder is due upon completion of the project. Author will deliver her complete manuscript to the Editor on or before DATE. Editor will supply her first round of feedback on or before DATE, Author will make necessary revisions and submit revised manuscript to Editor on or before DATE, and Editor will supply her final round of feedback on or before DATE, at which time the balance due will be payable. If Author does not deliver the manuscript as agreed by DATE, Editor cannot guarantee her delivery dates. If Author does not deliver revision as agreed by DATE, the final fee is still payable immediately to Editor for work already performed.

(g)	If the project requires further rounds of revision, or Author needs additional input from Editor, payment for subsequent time is payable in advance in 3-hour increments at $COST per hour. Payment for any subsequent time that is not ultimately used, if any, will either be refunded to Author or credited to Author’s subsequent drafts, per Author’s instruction and preference.
____________________________________                            ___________________
Author								       Date
____________________________________		      _____________________
Editor								       Date
